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TOWN OF WENHAM 
 

Veteran’s Committee 
Meeting of 8 October 2019 

Wenham Town Hall, 138 Main Street 
 

 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Committee members, a meeting of the Veterans Committee was posted for 0900 on Tuesday 8 October 2019 in the 
Selectmen Meeting Room, first floor. 
 
The mission of the Veterans Committee is to perpetuate and support the Veteran’s, ceremonies, events, and other activities in 
the Town of Wenham.  The Veterans Committee consists of up to (9) members appointed by the Board of Selectmen (BOS) 
who will assist Veterans and their families, as appropriate, in cooperation with other organizations and agencies. The Veterans 
Committee was appointed by the Board of Selectmen on 21 March 2017.    
B. Blanchard (2020); R. Breaker (2020); J. Bubriski (2020); W. Dodge (2021); M. Lucy (2021); D. Pedersen (2021); P. Hersee 
(2019); Selectman J. Wilhelm, Ex-officio Voting (2019); William Wilson (2019) 
  
 
Call to order - With a quorum present, in the absence of the Chair, Win Dodge called the meeting to order at 0905. 
Committee present: Dean Pedersen, Chair (A-0915); Robert Breaker; Joe Bubriski; Win Dodge; Bill Wilson; Bruce Blanchard; 
Peter Hersee; Jack Wilhelm 
Not present: Mike Lucy 
Also present: Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary  
 
Minutes – 10 September 2019 
The committee voted unanimously to adopt the meeting minutes of 10 September 2019 minutes  
 
Eastern Essex Veterans District Representative  
Kathy Collins, Eastern Essex Veteran’s Office Assistant, was present for Karen Tyler, Veteran’s Service Officer. 
Ms. Collins introduced Jeanne Calmette, who was recently hired to work part time in the office. 
Ms. Calmette introduced herself to the committee. 
 
As the Town’s associate representative on the Eastern Essex District Board of Directors, Mr. Wilson reported back to the 
committee on the last board meeting.  He first reported that the budget for the district is $240,000.  This will continue to be 
discussed.  
Mr. Wilson went on to say that the board is preparing for the employees’ performance review, therefor the board is reviewing 
the form used during the evaluation.  He noted that although there is a long job description it is missing the Board of Director’s 
expectations of the office/ employees and goals.  Mr. Wilson will present his suggestion to the board that expectations, and 
goals be added. 
Ms. Collins concurred with Mr. Wilson’s observations.  
 
ROTC Students at Gordon College (Reserve Officers' Training Corps) 
Jackie Bresnahan, Permitting and Special Projects Manager, was present and spoke on the ROTC program at Gordon College. 
Ms. Bresnahan observed that this is a limited program on campus with typically 10-20 students that due to the small group 
travel to UMass Lowell campus for training.  
Ms. Bresnahan recommended including these students in upcoming activities such as Veteran’s Day and Wreaths Across 
America. 
Ms. Bresnahan also requested to send an invitation to the students to attend the coffee social held at the Council on Aging 
citing this would be a good opportunity to provide mentorship through the community that is not currently available to the 
students.   Ms. Bresnahan will work with the COA staff to schedule the social during a time the students can attend. 
The committee agreed: 
 The ROTC students be put on the mailing list 
 Be invited to attend the veteran’s coffee social  
 Work with the Veteran’s Committee on service projects i.e. Wreaths across America, Veteran’s Day 

 
Ms. Bresnahan asked for one or two committee members to go with her to the Gordon College campus to meet the ROTC 
students.  Mr. Hersee and Mr. Pedersen offered to go. 
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Wreaths Across America (WAA) - update 
Mr. Wilson reported that the WAA account has a balance of $2600 which would purchase 259 wreaths, and that 75 wreaths 
have been procured on line through the WAA web site.  This is 334 (66%) of the 500-wreath goal.   
There are no veteran’s graves found at William Fairfield Cemetery, there are 17 veteran’s graves at the Iron Rail Cemetery with 
the balance of veteran graves in the Main Street Cemetery. 
 
Mr. Wilson confirmed that 205 graves were wreathed last year at the Main Street Cemetery.  Mr. Wilson spoke with the owners 
of the Sports Stop, located across the street from the Main Street Cemetery, to permit the WAA truck to use their parking lot to 
off load wreaths which would then be trucked across the street and divided out within the cemetery prior to the December 14 
ceremony.  The cemetery will be divided in sections and assigned to various groups like it was last year.   
It was suggested that the Gordon College ROTC students be asked to assist with parking during the WAA event to better help 
organize the day. 
 
Mr. Pedersen informed the committee that the Town Administrator shared a WAA fund raising event that was held in another 
community where residents may sign up to donate to WAA and have their lawn “flagged” as a contributor to WAA. 
Along the line of fundraising, Mr. Dodge thought fundraising events was a good idea and suggested the committee look into 
other options.  
 
Veterans Day 
Mr. Pedersen suggested the Committee ask the First Church about ringing the bell at 11 am on Veterans Day to begin the 
service.  He will check with the fire department if they blow the horn to coordinate the timing.  
The service at Cheeseman Field begins at 1015 at Cheeseman Field in Pingree Park. On a side note, Mr. Pedersen reminded the 
committee that next year (2020) is the 50th anniversary of Alan Cheeseman’s death in Vietnam. 
Seats will again be provided at the War Memorial for veterans to come forward and sit for the program. 
Mr. Pedersen suggested scouts be invited to identify their veteran relatives that served in the armed forces as part of the service.  
Mr. Pedersen acknowledged Bruce Blanchard for weeding around the monument.  Mr. Blanchard will look into options to keep 
the weeds down for next year. 
 
New Business  
• The 2019 Citizen’s Academy will cover the Veteran’s Committee tomorrow night; Dean Pedersen is speaking. 
• Mr. Dodge offered to man a table at the Pumpkin Fest for the Veterans Committee WAA fundraising.  This is event is 

October 26 1-3pm at Hamilton public safety building; Mr. Pedersen will call the Recreation Park Director and follow up 
with Win 

  
Calendar 
• Pumpkins Fest October 26, 2019  
• Monday 11 November is Veteran’s Day 
• Next Meeting 12 November 2019  

 
 
Adjournment -The Committee unanimously adjourned at 0957 hours. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
10.8.19 
 
 


